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Continuing Foundation Years progress in 









































































































































































1. A traditional anti-poverty strategy 











1. Relative low income:childreninhouseholds 
below60percentofmedianincome; 
2. Absolute low income:childreninhouseholds 
below60percentof2010/11medianincome 
upratedinlinewithinflation; 
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Figure 1.1 Percentage of children in households with income below 60 per cent of contemporary 



























































































2 Households Below Average Income 2008/09, 
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3 Households Below Average Income 2008/09, 
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Professional Skilled Un/semi­skilled 
Social class by occupation 
Source: Melhuish, E. (2010) Policy Exchange presentation. 
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Poverty and Life Chances 
This chapter illustrates the poor 
outcomes experienced by children 
from low income families and 
presents the social and economic 
case for tackling child poverty and 
improving life chances. It argues 
that a greater emphasis needs to be 
placed on life chances in order to 
ensure that today’s poor children do 
not grow up to be poor themselves, 



























































































































































Figure 2.2 Mean child outcome scores by income (ages three and five) 
School readiness Vocabulary Conduct problems 
at 3 at 5 at 5 
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Poorest 20% Middle 20% Richest 20% 
Source: Chowdry, Crawford and Goodman (2010) Drivers and Barriers to Educational Success: 






























2 Tony Blair’s Beveridge Lecture at Toynbee Hall, London 
(18/03/1999). 
PovertyandLifeChances 31 

















































3 Brewer, M., Browne, J., Joyce, R. and Sibieta, L. (2010) 
Child Poverty in the UK since 1998-99: Lessons from the Past 
Decade IFS Working Paper 10/23. 
32 TheFoundationYears 















































NCDS 1958 BCS 1970 BHPS1 BHPS 2 BHPS 3 LSYPE 
1975­1980 1981­1986 1987­1990 1989/1990 
Source: Gregg, P. and Macmillan, L. (2010) “Family income, education and cognitive ability in the next 
generation: exploring income gradients in education and test scores for current cohorts of youth” in 
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Age 3 Age 5 Age 7 Age 11 Age 14 Age 16 
(MCS) (MCS) (ALSPAC) (ALSPAC/LSYPE) (LSYPE) (LSYPE) 
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Figure 2.7 Percentage of children in households with income below 60% contemporary equivalised 




























































































































Figure 2.8 Percentage of children (under 18 years) below 60% of median equivalised income after 







































































































The Influences on Children’s Life Chances 
This chapter sets out evidence on the 
most important drivers of children’s 
life chances, starting in pregnancy 
and the early years. The Review 
makes the case for investment in the 
early years, in particular to support 
parents in their parenting role, to 
reduce inequalities in outcomes. As 
children develop, Government also 
needs to continue to invest in the 
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• Parenting and home learning environment 
• Parents’ education 
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Figure 3.2 Percentage of 26-year-olds attaining educational and vocational qualifications by position in 
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What are the key factors influencing 
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Figure 3.4 The combined impact of pre-school quality and early years home learning environment  
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Building Foundation Years Services 
This chapter looks at what 
Government (both central and local) 
voluntary sector and community 
bodies can do to ensure that 
disadvantaged children get the 
best start in life, and to minimise 
the chances of them being poor in 
adulthood. It goes through: 
A. Briefly where we are now 
– including both the current 
system and evidence around 
effectiveness. 
B. Where we want to be, a vision 
for the future, with practical 
steps that central and local 
Government and providers can 
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–  TriplePhasbeenshowntolead 
topositivechangesinparentingand 
reductionsinchildproblembehaviour. 



























3 More background on the Munro Review of Child 
Protection is at 
www.education.gov.uk/munroreview/background. 
shtml. 
4 Terms of  reference of  the Review of  the Early Years 
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B – Where do we want to be – a vision 
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What Foundation Years services might 























































































































































































































































































































































4.29 Provide additional support for those who 






13 Sunderland Council is piloting a project to share 
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offer parenting courses to first time parents. From 
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4.30 Actions on providing additional support 



























15 This review has taken place while the Government 
has been devolving more power to local decision 
makers. Given that it is not always clear how some 
recommendations should be implemented, but here the 
basic principle is that narrowing the gap, and helping the 
most disadvantaged pupils should be as important as 










































































































































































































































































































































































16 A brief  description of  the Early Development 
Instrument is at: http://www.councilecd.ca/ 
internationaledi/09.%20The%20EDI%20-%20A%20 
Brief%20Description.pdf 






A New Framework for Measuring Poverty  
and Life Chances 
This chapter sets out a new 
framework for measuring poverty 
and life chances, including our 
headline recommendation for a 
set of Life Chances Indicators and 
new measures of public service 
quality and severe child poverty. 
These measures are intended to 






































































































1	� We envisage that the annual progress review required 
under the Child Poverty Act would be a sensible 
place for these annual results to be published, but 
this is subject to factors such as when in the year the 





















































Table 5.1 Factors to be covered by the new set 
of Life Chances Indicators 
Child factors Parent Environmental 
factors factors 
Cognitive Home Qualityof 































2	� Canada, Netherlands, France, Germany, United States 
of  America, Sweden, Denmark, Finland, Australia, New 
Zealand 
74 TheFoundationYears 
Figure 5.1 Graphical presentation of the home learning environment Life Chances Indicator for 












































































































































ii Aligning national and local measures 






























































3	� This is because increasing the length of  a survey affects 
the quality of  responses, and the number of  people 








































Table 5.2 Example of making local and national data comparable, to enable the creation of  
Local Life Chances Indicators 
Factor that will 
be measured for 
national Life Chances 
Indicators 
Information needed 
to create Local Life 
Chances Indicators 
Potential concerns 
about using age two 
health check to collect 
information 
Potential solutions 
(these would require 
further consideration 






























Table 5.2 Example of making local and national data comparable, to enable the creation of  
Local Life Chances Indicators (continued) 
Factor that will 
be measured for 
national Life Chances 
Indicators 
Information needed 
to create Local Life 
Chances Indicators 
Potential concerns 
about using age two 
health check to collect 
information 
Potential solutions 
(these would require 
further consideration 
by the Government) 
Social,emotional Levelofsocial, Healthvisitorsdonot Ifnecessar y,health 

































































Table 5.2 Example of making local and national data comparable, to enable the creation of  
Local Life Chances Indicators (continued) 
Factor that will 
be measured for 
national Life Chances 
Indicators 
Information needed 
to create Local Life 
Chances Indicators 
Potential concerns 
about using age two 
health check to collect 
information 
Potential solutions 
(these would require 
further consideration 
by the Government) 






























































Figure 5.2 Household consumption of benefits in kind (measured by expenditure on public services) 








































































































































4	� Ridge, T. (2009) Living with poverty: A review of  the 




















































































5	� If  geographical measures are used, it might be necessary 














































6 Brewer, M., O’Dea, C., Paull, G. and Sibieta, L. (2009) 
The living standards of  families with children reporting low 
incomes, Department for Work and Pensions Research 




Overview of the Consultation Process and 
Summary of Formal Submissions 
This chapter provides an overview 
of the consultation process that the 
Review undertook and a summary 
of the predominant themes that 



































































































































Summary of  written evidence submitted 





Which aspects of  children’s early years are 
the most important determinants of  positive 


















































How can early years support, from parents, 
children’s services and the community best 
deliver positive outcomes for the most 





































































In what ways do family and the home 



























What role can the Government play in supporting 
parents to ensure children grow up in a home 
environment which allows them to get the most 
























What role do family earnings and income play in 


























































How can our measures of  child poverty be 
reformed to better focus policy development and 
investment on delivering positive outcomes and 































What are the strong predictors of  children’s 
life chances which might be included in any new 

































































Annex A: Life Chances Indicators – 
Recommended Measures 
Table A.1 
















































































































































































































































































Annex C: Consultation Details
 
List of  organisations who provided formal 




















































































































































































































List of  organisations that met with or 
spoke to Frank Field and the Review team 



























































































































List of  visits and seminars attended by 






































































Parenting and Employment 
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